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Remdesivir (VEKLURY®) Fact Sheet 
Information for Patients 

Brand name: VEKLURY 
Generic name: Remdesivir 
 
Why has this medication been prescribed for me? 
Remdesivir is a medication that is used to prevent worsening of COVID-19 in adults 18 years of age or older. 
Remdesivir is only given to patients who are at high risk of being hospitalized due to COVID-19, because of 
their age or medical conditions. Your health-care provider will help you decide if you should receive remdesivir.  
 
How does remdesivir help to treat COVID-19? 
COVID-19 is caused by a coronavirus called SARS-CoV-2. You can get COVID-19 through contact with another 
person who has the virus. 
  
Remdesivir stops the virus from multiplying in your body’s cells. This can help your body to overcome the viral 
infection and may help you to feel better faster. Remdesivir lowers the chance of needing hospitalization in 
patients who are at high risk.  
 
How should remdesivir be used? 
Your healthcare provider may do certain blood tests before starting treatment with remdesivir. Remdesivir will be 
given to you by a health-care provider through a vein (intravenously) over a period of 30 minutes. Remdesivir is 
given one time each day for three days in a row. Remdesivir works best if it is given as soon as possible after 
the symptoms of COVID-19 start.  
 
What are some common side effects? 
The side effects of getting any medicine through a vein may include brief pain from inserting the needle, bruising 
of the skin, soreness, or swelling at the injection site. The most common side effect of remdesivir is nausea. 
Some people develop a transient mild increase in liver enzymes called transaminases but are without 
symptoms. Rarely, allergic reactions can happen while receiving or after receiving a dose of remdesivir.  
 
Who should not receive remdesivir? 
You should not use remdesivir if you have an allergy to remdesivir. You should talk to your healthcare provider if 
you have kidney disease, receive dialysis or if you have liver disease. You should also talk to your health-care 
provider if you are pregnant, may be pregnant or are breast-feeding.  
 
Should I get a COVID-19 vaccine even though I’ve been infected and received remdesivir? 
Yes. Having COVID-19 infection and being treated with remdesivir does not offer the same protection as 
vaccination. It is possible to become sick again with COVID-19. You can be vaccinated once you are no longer 
considered infectious, have completed your isolation period, and after your symptoms have resolved. Talk to 
your health-care provider to determine the best time to get your vaccine.  
 
What should I do after I finish my remdesivir treatment? 
Treatment with remdesivir does not shorten your isolation time. You are still considered contagious while you 
are being treated with remdesivir. Follow all Public Health guidelines for isolation. Information may be found at: 
http://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/fundamentals/self-isolation.html 
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What should I do if my COVID-19 symptoms get worse? 
Call Health Links-Info Santé 1-888-315-9257 (toll-free) or your healthcare provider if you have any questions or 
concerns.  
Call 911 immediately if you experience severe symptoms of COVID-19, such as:  

• Difficulty breathing  
• Severe chest pain  
• Feelings of disorientation or confusion  
• Loss of consciousness 

 
If you want more information about remdesivir:  
• Talk to your health-care professional 
• Visit Health Canada’s COVID-19 treatments website at: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-
canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/treatments.html 
• Visit Mayo Clinic’s Remdesivir website at: https://www.mayoclinic.org/drugs-supplements/remdesivir-
intravenous-route/description/drg-20503608 
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