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EVUSHELD® Fact Sheet 
Information for Patients 

Brand name: EVUSHELD  
Generic name: tixagevimab and cilgavimab 

Why has this medication been prescribed to me? 
You have been prescribed EVUSHELD by your health-care provider because, due to a weaker immune system, 
you may not be protected by a COVID-19 vaccine OR you have been unable to receive a COVID-19 vaccine for 
medical reasons.  
 
How do I know if I am immunocompromised or have a weaker immune system? 
Talk to a health-care professional. People who are immunocompromised have a reduced ability to fight 
infections and other diseases. This may be caused by certain diseases or conditions, malnutrition, and certain 
genetic disorders. It may also be caused by certain medicines or treatments, such as anticancer drugs, radiation 
therapy, and stem cell or organ transplant. 
 
How does EVUSHELD work?  
EVUSHELD consists of two medications: tixagevimab and cilgavimab. Tixagevimab and cilgavimab are types of 
proteins called monoclonal antibodies. EVUSHELD works against the virus that causes COVID-19 illness by 
preventing the virus from infecting healthy cells in your body. This can help prevent you from getting COVID-19 
illness. EVUSHELD is not approved to treat people that are currently experiencing COVID-19 illness.  
 
The first study that EVUSHELD was used in started in Fall 2020 and ended in Spring 2021. Since then, the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus has changed or “mutated.” These mutated viruses are called variants. It is not known how 
well EVUSHELD works against the SARS-CoV-2 variants that are present in Canada right now. It is also not 
known how well EVUSHELD will work against future variants. 
 
How is this medication administered?  
EVUSHELD is administered as two (2) injections into your muscle, usually one into each of your buttocks. You 
may need to have more than one (1) dose of EVUSHELD. Talk to your healthcare provider about getting 
another dose of EVUSHELD six (6) months after you get your first dose. 
 
What are some common side effects?  
EVUSHELD is generally well tolerated – most people experience mild side effects. Some commonly reported 
side effects include:  
• Itchy rash or hives, 
• Pain, redness, itching or swelling at the site where the injection was given.  
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Rarely, EVUSHELD may cause a serious allergic reaction. Tell a 
health-care professional or seek medical help right away if you 
notice any signs of serious allergic reaction during or following 
administration of EVUSHELD, including: difficulty breathing or 
swallowing, swelling of the face, lips, tongue or throat, severe 
itching of the skin, with a red rash or raised bumps. 
 
Who should not take EVUSHELD?  
EVUSHELD is not approved for the treatment of COVID-19 illness. You should not take EVUSHELD if you are 
currently experiencing illness due to COVID-19. 
 
If you have heart disease, high blood pressure, irregular heart rate, or if you have had a heart attack or stroke, 
you should talk to your health-care provider before taking EVUSHELD. 
 
Should I get a COVID-19 vaccine even though I’ve received EVUSHELD?  
Yes. EVUSHELD is not a substitute for vaccination in individuals for whom COVID-19 vaccination is 
recommended. Talk to your healthcare provider about the timing of this therapy if you are due for vaccination. 
 
Do I still have to wear a mask in public places and wash my hands after I’ve received 
EVUSHELD®? 
Yes. EVUSHELD may help to prevent COVID-19 illness but does not guarantee that you will not get sick with 
COVID-19. You should continue to do things to prevent infection. Wear a mask, social distance, do not share 
personal items, clean and disinfect high touch surfaces, and wash your hands often. 
 
What should I do if I develop COVID-19 symptoms after I’ve received EVUSHELD?  
Call Health Links-Info Santé 1-888-315-9257 (toll-free) or your health-care provider if you have any questions or 
concerns. Call 911 immediately if you experience severe symptoms of COVID-19, such as:  
• Difficulty breathing  
• Severe chest pain  
• Feelings of disorientation or confusion  
• Loss of consciousness  
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Unwanted side effects are possible with 
all medications. The effects listed are 
not all of the side effects that can occur. 
Speak with your health-care provider if 
you have questions about side effects. 
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