
 

 

MEMO 
 
Date: August 31, 2021 
To: All SDO Executives, and All Health-Care Workers 
From: Shared Health PPE Committee   
  
Re: Dasheng N95 Respirator Update 

 
 

Throughout our response to COVID-19, we have followed the advice of experts and implemented 
standards that align with recommendations of appropriate national and international bodies. The 
protection of staff has always been – and remains – a top priority. 

On August 13, 2021, NIOSH (National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health), an Agency of 
the US Centers for Disease Control (CDC), revoked approvals for Dasheng N95 respirators, 
including a model commonly used in Manitoba – the DTC3Z because the company failed to 
implement or maintain a quality management system for the design, labeling, and quality of their 
products. 

After learning of the NIOSH recommendations, and while awaiting guidance from Health Canada, 
Shared Health’s Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) committee took the proactive step of 
sending samples of the respirators used in Manitoba to an independent third party for testing to 
ensure the model of respirators in circulation across Manitoba meet NIOSH criteria for 
breathability, particulate filtration efficiency and the ASTM blood penetration criteria. The 
respirators passed each category.  

On Aug. 28, 2021 Health Canada recommended discontinuing use of the Dasheng respirators in 
settings that require NIOSH certification.  

Health Canada stated that ”We do realize some authorities may require time to access and fit test 
replacement respirators, and need to continue using [the Dasheng] respirators in the interim.” 
Further it suggested to all provinces and territories to send any Dasheng N95s for third party 
testing similar to the process undertaken in Manitoba.  

Going forward, the Shared Health PPE committee will work with the provincial Workplace Safety 
and Health branch to ensure our transition plan to an alternate N95 is appropriate and meets their 
criteria. Individuals who have already been fit tested for another approved respirator will be 
instructed to use the other approved respirator for which they have been successfully fit tested. 
Individuals who have only been fit tested for Dasheng respirators will be fit test as quickly as 
possible for an approved respirator. In the interim these individuals will be given Dasheng 
respirators which come from lots that have been tested and confirmed to meet all appropriate 
standards. 

Additional resources to support fit testing of staff for alternate respirator(s) are currently being 
coordinated with various safety companies. Safety Officers from across the province will require 
the support of their SDO Executive and Clinical managers to advance the scheduling of health 



 

 

care workers for fit testing as soon as possible. 

As well, Shared Health will continue to send additional samples of our Dasheng N95 inventory for 
testing to confirm respirators in use throughout Manitoba continue to meet appropriate standards 
until all staff have been fit tested for the replacement models. 

Questions regarding this issue may be directed to your Safety Officers. 


